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46 Around The Community

The Grannie Annie Family Sto-
ry Celebration is a national competi-
tion that invites students to discover 
and share stories from their family’s 
history. Participation in The Grannie 
Annie leads young peo-
ple to strengthen family 
bonds, encounter history 
in a more personal way, 
and hone their writing 
skills. The mission of 
The Grannie Annie is 
to inspire young people 
to discover, write, and 
share stories from their 
family’s history, and to 
publish collections of 
their work.

Mrs. Evelyn Hefetz, 
a fourth grade teacher 
at Bais Yaakov, intro-
duced the competition 
to the school after her 
own granddaughter in-
terviewed her for it. Mrs. Hefetz said, 
“When my granddaughter told me 
about it, I thought it was a perfect proj-

ect for our girls at BYQ! Mrs. Berg-
man encouraged me to incorporate it 
into the 4th grades’ writing curricu-
lum.”

“The objective of the project is a 

perfect fit for our Bais Yaakov’s stu-
dents. It threads history, writing, cre-
ativity, and connectivity between stu-

dent and family. The girls use their 
learned skills and strategies to write 
an engaging, memorable piece that 
touches the heart and will be treasured 
forever,” said Mrs. Bergman.

In the spirit of cele-
bration, each year some 
of the stories submitted 
to The Grannie Annie 
are selected for publi-
cation in a paperback 
book and on their web-
site. Mrs. Reisbaum, 
assistant principal, 
said, “Reading the fin-
ished pieces has me 
believing that all of the 
teachers and students, 
who worked long and 
hard on this project, are 
winners, and we are es-
pecially proud of those 
girls who represent 
Bais Yaakov in the up-

coming publication!”
This year, five Bais Yaakov girls’ 

entries were selected for publication. 

Mrs. Miriam Bashevkin and Mrs. 
Zahava Rausch, co-teachers of Mrs. 
Hefetz at Bais Yaakov, were bubbling 
with excitement over their students’ 
pieces selection for publication.

The winners include: Sarah Davis, 
Chava Deutscher, Nechama Feintuch, 
Abigail G. Harris, and Malka Neuman

Congratulations girls, we look for-
ward to reading more of your work in 
the future!

Bais Yaakov of Queens Celebrates its Winners of the Grannie Annie Family 
History Competition

SHALOM BAYIS HOTLINE
All calls completely anonymous-9:30pm-11pm S/T/TH

Basic Problem solving/Referrals to local therapists

Call: 516 430 5280

Shlomo “Steven” Sussman
This past Sunday night, the Young 

Israel of Bayswater - Sha’ar Hasho-
mayim hosted a unique Child Safety 
Program that was attended by over 100 
members of the community including 
both parents and children. The goal of 
evening was to walk parents and kids 
through some specific, real-world sce-
narios and how they should respond 
and reinforce everything with some 
role-playing. With Pesach vacations 
starting and the days getting longer 
and warmer, there was no better time 
to do this than now.

As Rabbi Eliezer Feuer pointed 
out, “As we approach chag haPesach, 
the mitzvah of v’higaditta l’bincha 
took on an added dimension at the 

YIWB - Sh’aar Hashomayim. An im-
pressive crowd of parents and their 
children gathered to be educated on 
child safety. The best way to inculcate 
the lessons of safety to our children is 
if the parents are educated in this area 
as well and this message was received 
loud and clear.” 

The program began with an intro-
duction to community initiative called 
“BaysWatch.” Started about three 
years ago, the goal of BaysWatch was 
to help homeowners install a special 
street-facing CCTV camera that is 
centrally managed and recorded. For 
homeowners who already have an in-
stalled camera, they can add a special 
device to their system to allow their 
camera to be part of the BaysWatch 

network. The more people who sign 
up and get connected to the network, 
the more complete the coverage be-
comes.

Next was the introduction of Eli 
Chaikin from Pakua Long Island. By 
leveraging his years of experience as a 
self-defense expert, Eli was able to ca-
ter his presentation to not only the au-
dience of both young and old but also 
reflective of some of the specific chal-
lenges that may face our community. 
(Just because you said “good Shab-
bos” to someone are they still a strang-
er?) Some of the topics that were cov-
ered included: where to walk, how to 
walk and when to cross the street. We 
also discussed what constitutes dan-
gerous or unusual behavior (an adult 

should not be asking a child for help) 
and how you should respond. The end 
of the program used several volunteers 
from the audience to demonstrate what 
you should do if a person lays a hand 
on you.  

As a member of the audience, I 
would say that the most important 
takeaway was to drill and drill again. 
Just like the fire drills you experience 
in school, if you do not practice a skill 
it may not be available when you actu-
ally need it. 

For additional information about 
BaysWatch, email info@bayswatch.
org. If you are interested in getting 
more details about the actual program 
that was run, feel free to email securi-
ty@yiwb.org.

Child Safety Program at the Young Israel of Wavecrest and Bayswater


